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I. Basis of the report 

1 . This report has been drawn on the basis of (substitute sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in 
response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to 
the report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70. 1 7).): 
Description, pages: 

1-14 as originally filed 



Claims, No.: 

1-13 

Drawings, sheets: 

1-2 



as originally filed 



as originally filed 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 
55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in 
the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 



Form PCT/lPEA/409 (Boxes l-VIII, Sheet 1) (July 1998) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. PCT/GB99/03751 
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5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been 
considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report,) 



6. Additional observations, if necessary: 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 
Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 



Yes: Claims 6,7,9-13 

No: Claims 1-5,8 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 1-13 

Yes: Claims 1-13 

No: Claims 



2. Citations and explanations 
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VII. Certain defects in the international application 



The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 
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VIII. Certain observations on the international application 
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1 . General 

The present application does not satisfy the criteria set forth 
in Articles 6, 33(2) and 33(3) PCT . Details of the objections 
are set out below. 

The claimed subject-matter is industrially applicable. 

2. Concerning Section VIII - Art. 6 PCT: 

2.1. Claim 1 

The claim fails to meet the requirement of clarity set out in 
Article 6 PCT, for the following reasons: 

(a) The claim (p. 15 1.6) specifies "requesting an image 
of video data" . However, it is not clear whereto (the remote 
source?) the request is directed, and whether "video data" 
correspond to the "particular video data file" (p. 15 1.5), 
presumably to be retrieved from the remote source. 

(b) The claim (p. 15 1.8) specifies "retrieving from the 
source the image of the video data . . . " . However, it is not 
clear 

- whereto the image is retrieved (is it retrieved to the 
location from where the specifying or the request was effected, 
or is it retrieved from the remote source to remain at that 
location?), and 

- whether the image of video data represents the "particular 
video data file" . 

(c) In this context, the term "an image of the video 
data" is ambiguous (is it a specific image frame, or does it 
mean the full video data file as stored at the source ?) . It is 
to be noted that the term's meaning cannot at present be 
interpreted as a "preview" of the video data. 

(d) The claim (p. 15 1.14) specifies "receiving video data 
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transmitted by the source . . . 11 . In this context, it is not clear 
whether these video data represent the "particular video data 
file" or parts thereof. 

2.2. Claim 2 

(a) The substance of the objections raised in paragraph 
2.1 above against features of claim 1 correspondingly applies to 
respective features of claim 2 . . 

(b) The device of claim 2 appears to exclusively comprise 
means that are located at a user's premises (means for specify- 
ing/requesting, means for receiving, means for transmitting 
parameters, means for retrieving data supplied from the source) . 
However, the claimed " device for retrieving 1 ' fails to include 
all the means that are essential for the retrieval of the desi- 
red data in the desired format from the remote source. 

That is, the claim fails to comprise means at the remote 
source which e.g. receive the specification/request, perform the 
customization accordingly, and transmit the customized data to 
the user's control apparatus. In this context, the claim should 
define a system rather than a device. 

However, if the claim were defined as "A device for reques- 
ting and receiving customized video data retrieved from a remote 
source, the objection raised above would become unnecessary. 

2.3. Claim 3 

The claim contravenes Art. 6 PCT for the following reasons: 

(a) The claim appears to be directed to an apparatus. 

However, the claim fails to provide a single technical apparatus 
feature as required by Article 6 and Rule 6.3(a) PCT. Moreover, 
the merely functional features and method steps provided by the 
claim cast doubt upon the claim's category. Consequently, the 
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claim contravenes Art. 6 PCT due to lack of clarity. 

(b) Feature (b) specifies "transmitting to the user the 

image of the video data . . . " , and feature (d) specifies "trans- 
mitting to the user video data from the original video data 
after customization . . . " . Thus, both the full set of video data 
and customized portions thereof appear to be transmitted to the 
user. The transmission of the full set of video data appears to 
be in contradiction to the declared advantage of avoiding 
unnecessary data transfer (see p. 4 1.6 - p. 5 1.10). 

2.4. Claim 6 

The claim additionally specifies "wherein the video data is 
retrieved over a network or the internet". This gives rise to 
the following objecti ons under Art. 6 PCT (clarity) : 

(a) When depending upon claim 1, this feature casts doubt 
on the meaning of the terms "retrieving" and "receiving" in 
claim 1. This is because one can assume that the retrieving 
claimed in claim 1 is fully carried out at the remote source, 
whereas the retrieving mentioned in claim 6 appears to pertain 

to retrieving from the remote source to a user's location. 

(b) When depending upon claim 3 which does not mention 
any retrieving, the claim's intended scope of protection is 
fully obscure. 

(c) The claim's specification as "a method, device or 
source according to any preceding claim" includes the inter- 
pretation of e.g. "a method according to the device according to 
claim 2", which casts doubt upon the claim's category. This 
objection correspondingly applies also to other ones of the 
dependent claims . 

2.5. Claim 7 
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The claim contravenes Art. 6 PCT for the following reasons: 

(a) The claim fails to provide any clear restriction on the 
method of claim 1. 

(b) The claim fails to provide any clear restriction on the 
apparatus of claim 2, taking into account that "the source" does 
not appear to be comprised in the claimed apparatus. 

2.6. Claims 8, 9 

The claim contravenes Art. 6 PCT for the following reasons: 

(a) In claims 1 and 2, there is specified a remote source, 
but not a remote user. The term "the remote user" lacks an 
antecedent in claim 1 and therefore casts doubt upon the 
intended scope of protection of claims 8 and 9. 

(b) According to the normal interpretation, the term "user" 
means a person, not an apparatus such as the computer terminal 
of claim 8 . 

(c) Claim 9 fails to provide any clear restriction on the 
apparatus of claim 2, taking into account that "the source" does 
not appear to be comprised in the claimed apparatus. Reference 
is made in this context to the objection raised in paragraph 
2.2. (b) above . 

2.7. Claim 11 

The broadly- termed additional features of claim 11 fail to set 
out clearly the intended technical limitations. Thus Article 6 
PCT is contravened. 

2.8. Claim 12 
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The term "remote users" is not present in claims 1 and 2 upon 
which claim 12 depends. Moreover, claim 12 fails to provide a 
clear technical limitation on the scope of protection of any of 
claims 1, 2 and 3. Thus the claim contravenes Art. 6 PCT. 

2.9. Claim 13 

Claim 13 defines by its additional features what parameters a 
user may conceive and specify when using the method of claim 1, 
the apparatus of claim 2, or the source according to claim 3. 
However, the claim fails to define that these are the parameters 
that are effectively transmitted from the user to the remote 
source and processed therein for the purpose of customization. 
Thus, a technical limitation by these additional features of the 
subject-matter of any of claims 1, 2 or 3 cannot be identified. 
Consequently, claim 13 lacks clarity (Art. 6 PCT contravened). 

3. Concerning Section V - Articles 33(2) and 33(3) PCT 

The following documents are cited: 
Dl : WO- A- 98/4 1021; 
D2 : EP-A-0 803 826; 

D3 : Multimedia Tools and Applications, vol.5 no . 2 , 1997, pp. 
161-170 . 

3.1. Claim 1 

Dl (abstract; Fig. 2; p. 5 lines 22-28; p. 10 lines 16-29) disclo- 
ses a video transmission system, eg for use in teleconferencing. 
A user of the system may control parameters of transmitted 
video. Accordingly, the system enables retrieval of customized 
video data from a remote source and directly anticipates 
features ( c) and (d) of claim 1 on f ile . 

The full set of features (a) and (b) of claim 1 is not 
literally disclosed in Dl . 
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However, in view of the deficiencies identified above of 
claim 1 with respect to clarity, it is considered that Dl also 
anticipates features (a) and (b) due to its implicit disclosure. 

This is because Dl discloses that a user may request and thus 
specify a specific number of images (p. 10), and discloses that a 
user can adjust parameters of the video data which requires that 
the actual parameters are transmitted from the source to the 
user prior to issuing adjustment commands. 

Thus claim 1 contravenes Article 33(2) and 33(3) PCT. 

It is to be noted that these findings are at least partly the 
result of obscure wording in claim 1. It is to be noted that Dl 
does not disclose a true video file server or the like which 
would require respective storage means at the remote location. 
Moreover, as to the "information concerning the video data", Dl 
does not appear to disclose anything other than parameter 
information . 

It is further to be noted that D2 discloses a video on-demand 
file server in which not only video files but also titles are 
transmitted, the titles concerning the video file data. Even if 
one contested that all of the features of claim 1 are 
anticipated by Dl, the teachings of Dl and D2 in combination 
with the normal skills of the skilled person were to be 
considered such that the claimed features are obvious from the 
combination . 

3.2. Claims 2 , 3 

The objections raised in paragraph 3.1 against claim 1 
correspondingly apply to claims 2 and 3 . 

3.3. Dependent claims 4-13 
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The additional features of claims 4, 5 and 8 are at least 
implicitly anticipated by Dl, so that these claims contravene 
Art . 3 3(2) PCT . 

The additional features of claims 6 and 7 are not disclosed in 
Dl, but considered to represent design options that were obvious 
to the skilled person implementing the design of claim 1. Accor- 
dingly, these claims contravene Art. 33(3) PCT. This is suppor- 
ted by the disclosure of D2 (Fig.l) disclosing a network. 

D2 (e.g. abstract; p. 4 lines 32-37) further discloses Java 
applets being provided from the source to a multimedia document 
viewer 202. Therefore, the additional subject-matter of claims 9 
and 10 is anticipated, and the claims contravene Art. 33(3) PCT. 

In this context, it is to be noted that the skilled person 
implementing the design of Dl and seeking alternatives or impro- 
vements thereto would have considered the teachings of D2 for 
combination with those of Dl . 

As to claim 11 mentioning auditory characteristics, adjustment 
of such characteristics is obvious from Dl, taking into account 
that the document refers to teleconferencing in which adjusting 
both visual and auditory characteristics is an obvious issue. 
This also holds for the multimedia server disclosed in D2 . Thus, 
the additional features of claim 10, as far as they can be 
understood, cannot be associated with an inventive step, and the 
claim contravenes Art. 33(3) PCT. 

The additional features of claim 12 are anticipated by D2 , so 
that the claim contravenes Art. 33(3) PCT. 

The additional features of claim 13 are considered to represent 
obvious options of a designer/user of a system designed on the 
basis of a combination of the disclosures of Dl and D2 . 
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4. Concerning Section VII: Description and other belongings 

The claims are not cast in the two-part form as instructed by- 
Rule 6 . 3 (b) PCT. 

The claims are not complemented with reference signs as required 
by Rule 6.2 (b) PCT. 

A document reflecting the prior art described on page 1 is not 
identified in the description (Rule 5.1(a) (ii) PCT) . 

Contrary to the requirements of Rule 5.1(a) (ii) PCT, the rele- 
vant background art disclosed in the documents D1-D3 cited above 
is not mentioned in the description, nor are these documents 
identified therein . 
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